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Resolve: to fix or settle upon by deliberate choice and will; determine (to do something)

Serve: to render obedience to “God”

Key Scripture: “And if it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the river or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord”

Joshua 24:15

You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard lest, being carried away by the error of unprincipled men, you fall from your own steadfastness, but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

2 Peter 3:17-18

Like someone said, “Today is the first day of the rest of your life”

Well, we are coming upon a new year.  What are your plans?  What do you want to accomplish this next year?  Someone else said, “If you aim at nothing, you will probably hit it”

“Resolve” is the key word for today’s message.  It means to “fix or settle upon by deliberate choice”.  When a person is resolved to do something, they deliberately, determine to aim for that goal.

Do you realize that here in America everybody has things they are aiming for…?

· to have a good time, to have fun

· to enjoy life

· to retire, then travel

· to save enough money for this or for that 

Everyone is aiming for something; and whether consciously or not, all of us make choices.

Resolve, that’s the word…to settle upon by a deliberate choice.

We need to see clearly that today we have very clear choices to make, and the choices we make today may very well set the tone for this entire year to come.

Think about it this way.  Where do you want to be one year from now?

I mean, in your relationship with God?  In your personal growth as a true believer?  Where do we as a body of believers want this church to be in one year?

Do you have any sense of direction in your spiritual life?  Or are you wandering aimlessly in some wilderness?

Today is the day.   But as the truth becomes clearer it also becomes more convicting.

The question today is “Will we serve the Lord?”  And what does that mean?

The word ‘serve’ means to ‘render obedience to’.  So basically it means to obey God.

Now there is one thing we have to get very clear.  To “obey” God does not mean to keep a set of rules.  The Pharisees of Jesus’ day kept the rules, but they did not know God, had no personal heart relationship with Him.

To obey God means to hear and to heed His voice.  You have to hear Him personally…you have to know Him personally.

You know, it’s easy to keep a list of rules, but to be personally accountable to God’s spirit is another matter.

It probably makes us “squirm” because we still want to live our own independent lives.

Now here is where things have to be real clear.

# 1 If you have never heard His voice, you do not even know Him

# 2 If you do hear His voice and are not obeying Him, then you are not “serving the Lord”

To serve the Lord would mean to hear or listen to His voice and obey Him

God speaks to us by His Spirit, through the Scriptures, in prayer, through other believers, through the ministry of the Word, in the church body, through dreams and visions, through various gifts of the Holy Spirit.

I want to go to one simple word that Jesus spoke in the Sermon on the Mount…Matt 6:33  “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and al these things shall be added unto you”

SEEK FIRST

Pursue as your number one objective…What?

1. The Kingdom of God

2. God’s Righteousness

What does or would it mean to seek the Kingdom of God, to be involved in the progress and establishment of His Kingdom…where in this earth…”Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven” Into the lives of other people, in your own life, family, church community.  Jesus says make this your #1 priority…seeking His kingdom, the kingdom of God.

How?  That’s why you have a pastor…to equip you for the work, but the pastor can only lead those willing to be lead.

Will we serve the Lord?  Will you serve the Lord?  Are you willing to put His kingdom first?  His agenda instead of your own?  Don’t deceive yourself…you can not serve God on your own terms.  When are we ever going to grow up?

What does it mean to seek His righteousness?

His righteousness has to do with the heart first of all…to seek His righteousness means to seek the changes in your heart and life that will make you more like Him.  He is saying, basically, pursue, go after those changes of heart and life that will make you like the Lord.

Instead of seeking those changes, we just continue on month after month, year after year in the same old stubborn, unfruitful ways.

Seek those changes!

Seek His kingdom!

Resolve: settle upon seeking His kingdom, His righteousness, by making a deliberate choice

Basically, the Lord is asking you to lay your life down for Him…to Him…

NOW, Face the Choice!

Our Scripture in Joshua 24…”choose for yourselves this day”…I am going to pose a hard question.  If you are not willing to obey the Lord, why do you come to church?  If you are not willing to “serve” Him, why do you come to church?

Does it make you feel good to come to church, like you have kept the commandment, Thou must go to church”?

Or do you come to hear His voice, and grow in obedience.  You should come to His fellowship expecting to change, expecting to grow.  If not, why bother coming?

As we face a new year, I challenge you to go meet with God and get things right with Him.

Are you going to serve Him or Not?  Or are you just holding onto His robe so you can get into heaven?  That’s like spitting in His face!

He died for you so that you could LIVE FOR HIM!

As a pastor, I want to see you all decide to seek Him first, His kingdom and His righteousness in your life, and quit pretending to be Christians.  We look like Christians on the outside, but our hearts are far from God.

And I am not being any harder on you than the Spirit is on me.  I want to see you, the children of God, ready to serve God.  I’m ready to lead, are you ready to follow?

It’s all gonna start with you and I on our knees, getting our hearts right with God.

Don’t take me wrong.  We are all decent people, but there are a lot of decent people in the world; honest, hard working people.  That’s not what God wants.  He wants RED HOT SAINTS full of the Holy Spirit, the kind that are so full of God they make the demons shake.

If you have been convicted today…and you have made a choice to ‘serve God’, then come forward and kneel here to pray.  “Today is the first day of the rest of your life”

