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Galatians 4:19  “My children with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you”

Ephesians 4:23  “…and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind ad put on the new man, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth”

Romans 12:2  “And do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind”

(define Mind: the agency or part in a human that reasons, understands, wills, perceives, experiences emotions, etc.)

Proposal:  As the mind of Jesus Christ is formed in us, we will manifest His very life and power.

How are we to live the life of holiness and love?  How are we to become fruitful Christians?  How are we going to overcome the different sins that seem to choke and entangle our lives?

One of the greatest evidences that a person truly is a Spirit born child of God is the fruit of Jesus’ life being manifest in the mortal body…and that is going to manifest both as the Love of God and the Power of God.
Today, I want to thrill your heart and soul with the possibility and potential that lies within you.

God did not make an acorn to stay an acorn – an acorn was meant to grow into an oak tree.

Have you ever thought much about an egg?….the incredible egg!

In that oval shaped shell there is life, an if it is allowed to fulfill its destiny…a chicken is going to form in that shell until one day there is just not enough room any more and it cracks open.  But down inside that egg, something truly amazing was forming, taking shape.

The same could be said for the baby in the womb.  From the day of conception, an amazing life is developing to some day come forth.

Now if I were a chick inside of a shell I would not want to stay inside of that eggshell.  I would want out to be free.

You and I, as spirit born children of God, have an amazing destiny.  If you have heard the voice of the Son of God…if you have received His Word into your heart…then you have in your life the Seed of God.

Do you want to know how to grow as a child of God?  Do you want to reach your potential in God?
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Who in their right mind would want to stay an acorn when you could become an oak?

Speaking of “right mind”…Jesus told a story of a son who took his inheritance and squandered it in worldly living until one day he found himself in a pig’s pen, eating with the pigs.

He began to think about what life was like in His Father’s house and it says he came to his senses and returned to his father.  A lot of us Christians are like that.  We have squandered so many years living right along with the world and then begin to wake up to life in father’s house and we come to our senses.

Who would want to stay cramped in a shell when there was a way to break free?  One reason we struggle with sins is that the shell of our old life without God is still intact.  To come out into freedom we are going to have to give up the old shell.

There is a time to be in the shell.  There is a lot of development going on in the shell…a lot of preparation in order to function out in life.

Are we ready to understand how we can become truly holy in God?  How to have a real heart of love?

Do you really want to be free from sin and live a life pleasing and honoring to God?

I have to say something at this point. A holy life in God is not stuffing my sinfulness down into a corner..and putting on a happy face.  Being a Christian is not an acting job.
You are really what you are when you’re all alone with God.  Jesus had said, “He that believeth on Me from out of his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water.”

The life of God in a spirit born saint is real and it is planted there so that it might arise and flow like a river from the inner most being.  The life of a spirit born child of God has the potential to become the most natural, free flowing expression of love and power.  Why do I say that?  That was Jesus’ life and we are called to become like Him.

I don’t want to hear one word about being changed when you go to heaven.  I don’t want to hear one excuse or moaning about being the way you are and expecting to stay that way.  Your life in God is meant to become a river of living water.  And if it doesn’t you yourself will be responsible.

Jesus said the seed does get choked out by the cares and pleasures of this world.  A person either has the seed of His life in Him or he doesn’t.  You need to settle that issue quickly.  But if you do have His seed abiding in you, then you have in you the potential of a life of love and power, rivers of living water like you have never imagined!

It is going to require a whole hearted devotion to the Lord Jesus Christ.  He said, “If any man would be My disciple, he must take up his cross, deny himself and follow Me.”  The goal of a disciple is to become like his teacher.
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In order to become like Him, we will have to have a new mind, a mind like His.  We must have His mind formed in us.  Paul had said to “be transformed (changed) by the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:2)

The church in Galatia had some real struggles.  After receiving the gospel of Christ they were misled into believing they needed to keep the law, or do this, or do that, or don’t do that. And so they bought into the idea that one must believe in Jesus and then keep all these different rules and regulations in order to be sure of salvation.

Paul makes it clear in Galatians and Romans that we have been set free from Law in order to live and walk by the Spirit of God.  The real Christian life is a life in the Spirit of God.

Let’s say I struggle with gossiping.  The law says, “Thou shalt not gossip”.  And I will tell you something….you had better stop gossiping.  The Word says you will reap what you sow.  The law tells me it’s wrong and unholy to gossip.  Now what are you going to do?

Well, I am just going to quit.  I’d like to meet someone who can just quit.

 Now the Word of God tells us that if we are going to really live the will of God from the heart, then we are going to have to have our MINDS renewed.  The odds are there is something in my heart/mind that makes me a slave of gossiping, or whatever it is…it could be pride, could be sexual temptation, could be anger….it could even be sports…maybe I am more devoted to watching sports than I am to God.  There are all kinds of addictions.

Do you really want to be free?  Do you really want the LIFE God has in store for you?  One of the first things that has to happen is that you and I understand that sin is a very serious thing to God.

If you are content with your life as it is, bound by different sins, then it is questionable you even have the seed of God’s life in you.  If that seed is there, it is going to war with sin and life with sin will become very miserable.  And there is only one way out and that through being renewed in the spirit of your mind.

You will have to begin experiencing the power of God’s spirit breaking through these areas of your mind/heart where these sinful habits are rooted.

If you or I are going to truly come forth in God, free and holy, we will have to experience the washing of the water of the Word.
If God is moving on your life to bring you forth into fruitfulness and power in Him, then there is bound to be struggles.  The spirit is going to war with sin and you are going to have to surrender in order to find peace and rest in your soul.

Now, where are you with God?
Have you been born of the Spirit?  Have you received His Living Word into your heart?  Praise God for beginning a work in your life!  If not…turn to Him and receive His mercy!

What chicken farmer would want to have his hens sitting on the eggs indefinitely? There comes a time when those eggs need to hatch.

Do you want to come forth in God?

Do you want to reach your destiny and potential, a life of love and power, rivers of living water?

Begin to cry out to God for a new mind.  Begin to pray that by the power of His Spirit He would renew your mind, and form the very mind of Jesus Christ in you.

And I am telling you…don’t look back!  You press on for the high calling of God.

I see a lot of unhatched eggs here, but the Spirit of God is brooding over us.  Reach out and lay hold of His power to change and renew our life.

