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Leviticus 10:3

Rebuilding the Temple

Restoring the Glory of God

1. Exodus 40:34-35

2. 2 Chronicles 5:1-14…………..a building is prepared

3. Isaiah 40:3-5   Baptism of repentance Mark 1:4  “turn our hearts back to God” to be His dwelling place…..the heart is to be His temple

Acts 2:1-3  glory manifested

(Ephesians 2:21-22; I Peter 2:5)  Living stones

Malachi 3:1

Proposal: We must turn our hearts back to God if we are ever to partake of His glory.

Introduction:

I want to set two things in your hearts today:

     First: God is going to reveal and manifest His glory


   He is going to restore His glory to his church

     Second: We must establish and prepare our hearts for His glory

The revealing and manifesting of His glory is certain.  When you go to bed at night you don’t even think about the fact that the sun will rise in the morning.  That is a certainty.  There is no doubt.  You expect the sunlight in the morning.  Hosea 6 states in just those words “His going forth is as certain as the dawn”

So there really is only one issue for our individual and corporate consideration.  Is the temple prepared for His glory?  And what must we do to get “His House” in order?

First let’s go back to Exodus 40:34-35

I. A Temple Made with Hands

A. God had given detailed instruction for the tabernacle construction

· detailed means of worship

· “Thus Moses finished the work” and then the glory of God, His manifest presence, filled the tabernacle.

B. Go to 2 Chronicles 5

Thus all the work that Solomon performed for the house of the Lord was finished.

V 13, 14…then the house, the house of the Lord, was filled with a cloud, so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the house

Again, the house, the temple, was prepared and the work finished.  Then the glory of God was revealed.


C. 2 Corinthians 3:7-8   Greater glory of God in the New Covenant of the Spirit

II. The Temple of our Hearts

Isaiah 40:3-5

Here the glory of God is expected and anticipated but the preparation and work are on another level all together.

John the Baptist was the prototype of the messenger sent before the Lord.  His message was for a baptism of repentance.  The word “baptism” speaks of a full immersion, which would refer to a full and complete repentance of the heart.  The temple was going to have to be finished and complete before the Glory of God would be revealed.

In the Old Testament, the prophets gave us a preview of the heart work that would need to transpire.  They talked about “breaking up your fallow ground”.

Acts 2:1-3  We have the revealing of God’s glory all over again.  But this time “the fire of His manifest presence” filled the hearts of His waiting, prepared people.  What a difference; from dwelling in a building to dwelling in the human heart and soul.

This was unquestionably the ultimate goal of God in redeeming mankind from the fall of sin and death.

I want to stop right here and now and tell you that just because the glory of God filled those disciples at Pentecost, does not mean that His glory fills and dwells in us.  The manifesting of the glory of God in those 1st century disciples was not a once for all time event…contrary to what some misguided Christians have taught.

You could probably tell me who won the football games this last week and give me a rundown on the stats and standings.  But do you know what God is doing in your life?  Do you understand what He’s working for in your life?

There’s a definite pattern here.  Building, Preparing, Completion, Glory Revealed.

As we said in the beginning – the glory of God will be revealed, manifested, call it another Pentecost, if you like – the very fire of manifest presence.

But the need to prepare, restore, establish our hearts toward Him is paramount.

When God says, “turn your hearts to Me”, what does that mean?

Turn your hearts back to a loving, fearing, humble submission and obedience.  Apathy must end and we must become a people zealous for the Lord.  Instead of spiritual laziness, we must diligently seek Him.

Seeking Him involves responding to the Spirit of God.  Repentance involves dealing with the hardness and sin in our hearts.

We are still in a time of preparation.  There is a deep work of the Spirit of God going on.  Where are you in this process?

I’ll tell you either of two places.  You are either spiritually asleep or you are pressing hard after the Lord.  Maybe you’re in between…waking up just a little.

But the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to His temple (Mal 3:1)

After the baptism of repentance comes the baptism of the Spirit.  When the temple is ready, the glory of God comes to fill.  Don’t even begin to think that you have all that God has to give.  

“More love, more power, more of You in my life!”

