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Psalm 111:10  “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom”

Also Prov 1:7; Prov 9:10; Ps 25:14

“The intimacy of the Lord is for those who fear Him”

Proposal: We have turned the grace of God into a license for our sinfulness, and we must return to the fear of the Lord.

Introduction:

For so long in my own Christian life and in observing other Christians’ lives in general, I have seen a certain prevalent state of mind.  “ I am saved by grace”, therefore I can relax the way I am…God accepts me the way I am.  But what I am beginning to see is a Christianity that is lukewarm and thinks it’s OK with God, that He looks and feel sorry for us, and says, “now, now…that’s OK, you’re OK, don’t be troubled”.

Something is dawning on me…. IT IS NOT OK.

And we had better wake up, before it’s too late.

If you and I think it’s ok to be lukewarm with God, we may not ever have a hold on real New Testament Christianity.

There’s going to be a whole class of people who thought they did a lot of things for God.  And He is going to say, “Depart from Me, for I never knew you”.

It’s time to wake up, dear people and Fear the Lord.

We are called to be a people on Fire for God…and if you and I are not on Fire for God we have a serious problem.  Right now you should be trembling at His Word.  If you’re not, I’d start sweating if I were you.

Those virgins who were not ready when the bridegroom came did not enter in with Him.  Are you getting ready…we have to get ready and stay ready.

This is the Fear of the Lord.

We have to respect, revere and tremble at God’s Word and we gather together for an hour on Sunday and still shamelessly are aggravated if we are held past 12:00pm…. there is no Fear of God.  And that is why there is little or no sense of His presence and His glory.  God will not come where He is not respected.

I. Indonesian Revival – Secret Sin

· mid 60’s, great move of God on an island in a Presbyterian Church

· so much conviction of God about “secret sins”; God was cleansing and filling His people

· someone went to a brother and told him he had liquor in his house; he denied it and kept denying it.  By the Spirit of God, he was told if he did not confess within 24 hours he would die.  15 minutes before time was expired several were pledging with him, but he refused.  Counting down last 15 seconds…some were still pledging…he fell over dead.  When the Glory of God comes, there is no room for sin.

II. Idle words (Matt 12:33-36)

     The mouth speaks out of what fills the heart.  Every careless word that man shall speak, they shall give an account for in the Day of Judgment.  What comes out of your mouth?  Slander? Gossip? Back biting? Criticism?

When we truly return to the Lord we are going to fear the Lord and tremble at His Word.  The grace of God does not excuse us from repentance.  Jesus said, “Be zealous and repent” and “if you can’t repent, you probably know nothing of the Grace of God”.

III. Leviticus 10:1-3  “Aaron’s son’s, Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in them and added incense; and they offered unauthorized fire before the Lord, contrary to His command.  So fire came out from the presence of the Lord and consumed them, and they died before the Lord.  Moses then said to Aaron, “This is what the Lord spoke of when he said: “Among those who approach me I will show myself holy; in the sight of all the people I will be honored”.  Aaron remained silent.”

“By those who come near Me, I will be treated as holy, and before all the people I will be honored”.

Nadab and Abihu didn’t take God very seriously, and they paid the consequences.  We keep seeing Jesus as the “Kind Shepherd”…that He is, and by His blood we can draw near to a Holy God for pardon and cleansing.

God is Love and God is Holy.  We live in a society and a church that has lost the fear of God.  And I sense a holy fire coming from the very presence of God and when its through burning there’s not going to be much left that is unholy.  We had better start taking God’s Word seriously.

IV. Forgiveness (Matt 18:21)

     How important is it to God that we forgive others?  (Read) “So shall My heavenly Father also do to you if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart”.

Jesus had said, “If you do not forgive, you shall not be forgiven.”  Is there anyone you need to forgive?

Conclusion:

We have turned the grace of God into a license for our sinfulness, and we must return to the fear of the Lord.

God can and does accept us as persons, but He does not accept our sinfulness.  It is not OK to be lukewarm.  He will send fire to separate us from our sin.

He is sickened by our lukewarmness.  He is saying, “Be zealous therefore, and repent”.

If this message doesn’t trouble you…you are lost…

It should shake all of us to the core.

The Spirit of God is moving for radical change.

