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SEEKING GOD

Jeremiah 29:13 “And you will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart”

Hosea 10:12; Daniel 9:3….”It is time to seek the Lord”  “So I have my attention to the Lord God to seek Him by prayer and supplications”

Seek = to go in search of; to try to find or discover

Proposal: We should seek and maintain a humble fellowship with God

I. Desire

II. Determination

III. Discipline

IV. Conclusion…it is time to seek the Lord

When is it time to seek the Lord?

1. When the soul is thirsty for God

2. When the heart is bound by sin and oppression

3. When love for God has grown cold

Jeremiah 9:24…”but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the Lord who exercises lovingkindness, justice, and righteousness on the earth for I delight in these things” declares the Lord.

I. Desire

Matt 5 - Hunger and thirst after righteousness



Psalm 42: 1-3 – Fountain of Living Waters…longing, thirst

For real desire to seek God to arise there must come a major reorientation of life.  There must be an “awakening” in the soul/spirit.

There must come an understanding and perception that all things come from God.

Life, light, wisdom and understanding, strength, hope…

Ultimately, it must be realized that Salvation comes from God alone.

When I say salvation I mean that divine effort to rescue and save the soul of man from guilt and judgment of sin.  That is, if I am to ever know and enter the presence of God, it will be because God has saved me, delivered me, set me free from the guilt and judgment of my own sin.

God told His people in the Old Testament to “Seek Me, so that you might have life”.

Man can have a thirst for, a desire for life, because he becomes aware of his deadness to God.  Man can desire light of God’s presence because he begins to realize that he is engulfed in darkness.

Desire and thirst are closely related.  Both relate to the idea of longing for something.  The one thing, the greatest need that mankind has is to know God.

Throughout the Old Testament particularly, God, through the prophets, told His people to SEEK Him.  That would mean to “look for, to search for” as though something was hidden.  And it was going to require some effort to relocate what was lost.  God was saying, “Look for Me”.  The implication from Jeremiah 29 is don’t stop looking until you Find Him….

Notice we are not to look for new facts about God but for God Himself.  We are meant to know God Himself, a very personal and intimate knowing. David’s longing in Psalm 42 was to come into God’s presence, to see His face, that is, to behold His glory.

What was it that so inflamed David’s desire for God?  Why did he seek God as he did?

I believe that David had not only tasted that the Lord was good, but he had drank deeply from God’s well of living water.

It would be like me giving you a drink from deep artesian well of crystal spring water, and then you go out and try to drink from a mud puddle.  You are going to want to come back and drink the clear refreshing water from the spring.  The mud puddle just is not going to cut it, not when you know where to get the crystal clear water.

David knew that everything life had to offer was poor compared to the fountain of living waters.  He had learned, he had tasted, and nothing quenched the thirsting in his soul but God alone.

Also, when you read about David, you find that he had a lot of struggles with the darkness, and with his own sinfulness.  He had learned that God was the only One who could save him, deliver him from the darkness and bonds of sin.  He knew God was the only one who could wash his heart.

It is actually David who teaches us a lot about seeking God.

II. Determination…Psalm 27:8

When God called David to seek His face, David said, “I will seek Thy face!”

There was resoluteness about his attitude, not wishy-washiness.  He had heard the Lord calling and he determined to do it.  

Seeking God requires Heart, Will and Time.  The desire may come but the will has to be engaged.  This applies to so many areas of life.

I think about things I would like to do or things that need to be done.  But never just decide/determine to do them.  The will has to be exercised.  We can be lazy when it comes to seeking God.

Desire is the beginning, but how great that desire is may produce the determination.  In Psalm 119, David says, “When I was afflicted I sought you earnestly.”  Hard times, difficult times, trials, temptations, struggles will often times be used by God to lead us to seek Him.  The afflictions can heighten the desire and sense of need.  That is why we often need to be woke up.  There is little or no desire to seek God because there is no sense of need.  (Funerals)

III. Discipline

David again teaches us “How” to seek God.

Psalm 1…meditation

Psalm 66…deal with known sin

Psalm 119…enlightenment through the Word

David says…the man or person of God meditates in God’s Word (day and night).  What becomes clear very quickly when you read the Psalms is that the Word of God is the light to shine on the path to God.  David also knew that god spoke to Him personally through His Word.  David knew that God enlightened him through His Word.  He knew it was God’s Word…the Word that came from God.  It was God’s Word that gave him life; God’s Word was everything to David…. it was his meat and his drink.

Prayer was his communication and fellowship with God.  Praise and thanksgiving was always at the top of his list.  Supplication was like his spiritual heartbeat.  The presence of God was his goal.  David spent time meditating on God’s Word, day and night.  He spent time in the Word, expecting God to enlighten his heart.

Another obvious discipline in David’s life was the way he dealt with sin (Psalm 66).  He knew he had to deal with all known sin, because if he didn’t, God would not hear his prayers.  Discipline has to do with consistent effort/practice.  Up to this point, what is involved with seeking God?  Explain…

· Meditating on God’s Word day and night, to be enlightened by God

· Dealing with any revealed sin

· Praise and thanksgiving

· Prayer and supplication; need light, need wisdom, need to know God…ask God for it and keep asking God for it.

As we seek God, meditating in His Word, being thankful, praying, there will be an interaction and fellowship between your spirit and God’s Spirit.  The key is in the “we are seeking God”…to receive light and understanding through His Word.

Desire, determination, discipline.

I want to know the Lord.  I will seek Him

I will follow the practices as given.  God has been calling us to seek Him.

Are you desiring, determined and disciplined?  What have you been doing?

