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Luke 6:40 “A disciple is not above his teacher; but everyone, after he has been fully trained, will be like his teacher”.

(ever changing from glory to glory)

Related Scriptures:  John 8:12 “Again, therefore, Jesus spoke to them saying, ‘I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life’”

John 8:39-47…vs 40 “…and you are unwilling to come to Me that you may have life”

Matt 11:28 “come to me”

John 7:37 “…if any man is thirsty let him come to Me”

Luke 6:46 “and why do you call Me Lord, Lord, and do not do what I say?”

Luke 9:23 “and He was saying to them all, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me’”.

Matt 11:29 “Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you shall find rest for your souls.

Some questions:

# 1  Can a person “be saved” and not “follow Christ”…that is, be a disciple?

A disciple is a learner, a follower; one who submits his life to the teacher so that he may become like his master.

Matt 28:19 “Jesus told His disciples to go into all the world and Make Disciples…teaching them to observe al that Christ commanded”

#2 Can a person think that he is bound for heaven and the glory of God and not submit his life to the authority of the Lord?

#3 Can people call Him “Lord, Lord” and not do what He says and then expect to enter into eternal life?

Jesus plainly said in John 8:12…that it was those who follow Him who shall have the Light of Life.

The disciple is not like his teacher in the beginning.  But he learns from, follows the teacher, and is trained by the teacher and becomes like his teacher.  That is according to our text Luke 6:40…that is the goal of discipleship.

Jesus says “Come to Me”…and receive life…John 8:40


“Come to Me” …and find rest…Matt 11:28-29


“Come to Me” … and learn from Me


“Come to Me” … if you are thirsty … John 7:38

Understanding what it means to “come to Him” is paramount to one’s eternal destiny.  In the Old Testament period, God was always calling His people to “return to the Lord.”  There is a similarity of ‘coming to Christ’ which involves several things.

This coming to Christ involves:

1. drawing near to His person

2. recognizing who He is … His deity and authority

3. giving Him His rightful place in the heart and life that leads to submission

A disciple is such a one who yields himself to the Lord, to learn, to be taught, to become more and more like Him.

The certain proposition of this message today:

Proposal: A person must become a disciple if he is to enter into Life with God in Christ.  Part of the problem in Christendom has arisen from a serious misconception about faith…

Faith is not just a mental agreement with facts.  It is more of a personal trust that produces submission and obedience.

Let’s be real clear.

1. Obedience does not gain salvation…salvation produces obedience

   When a person says, “I am saved” it does not mean just “I am going to heaven”.  It means “I am alive with Christ, set free from sin’s power to live for God, to obey Him, not to live for myself or sin”.

One of the only evidences of real salvation is a real personal trust in Jesus Christ that leads to a submission to His authority and commands.

That’s what He told His disciples to do…”teach them to observe all that I have commanded you”.

As we follow Him daily, we learn what His will is for our life, conduct, purpose, service and we go on submitting to His authority and rule in our lives.  That is Faith and we are changed and become more like Him.

I believe that as we draw near to Him faith increases.  As faith increases so does our submission to Him.

As we seek His face, we begin to behold Him for who He is.  We begin to recognize and acknowledge Him more completely for His rightful place in our lives.

You and I have no right to run our own lives.  We have no right to rule or reign over our own hearts.  That is the core of all deception.  God and God alone has the right to rule in all of our heart and soul.

Insofar as you “think” you have the right to rule your own life…you are still bound in deception.

There is only one way back to LIFE…and that way is in and through Jesus Christ.  But we must “come to Him” if we are going to receive LIFE.

· We must draw near and recognize who He is, His deity and authority.

· We must give Him His rightful place in the heart and life that leads to a submission to His will

A disciple is one who comes to Him to follow Him, to learn from Him, to submit to His authority.

A disciple is one who will walk in the light and increase in faith and obedience.

Again, we are not saved because we obey.  We are saved through faith so that we might be free to obey and follow.

Salvation is so much more than “getting to heaven”, and so much shallow preaching has left it only as that.

Salvation is being ‘changed’…it is being transformed and conformed to His image.  It is the disciple being fully trained until he becomes like his Master.

Can a person be saved and not follow Christ?  The answer is NO!
The goal of salvation and the goal of discipleship are that we become like Him.

We have neither understood the gospel nor the power of God.  The power of God through Christ is to save us, that is, set us free to obey and follow Christ so that we may manifest His likeness through a renewed life.

There will be many people, like Jesus says, in that day, who say to Him, “Lord, Lord”…but He will say, “depart from Me, for I never knew you!”  Matt 7

Are you following Him? Only He can lead us to LIFE.

