Greg Justice, Pastor

Shiloh Basin Community Church

August 23, 1998

Righteousness

Matt. 6:33  “But seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you”

1. Righteousness: conforming to God’s will…in nature, thought, attitude and deed.

2. Seek: to try to obtain

Introduction:

There are basically two different levels of righteousness from the viewpoint of the Bible.

1. there is a righteousness which is achieved by ones own efforts at morality and law

2. there then is that “righteousness” which comes from God through Faith in Christ

The first is a self-made righteousness.  

The second is a gift…a cleansing and renewing of the inner life to conform that inner nature to the very likeness of Jesus Christ Himself.

Philippians 1:6 “Being confident of this very thing; that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Jesus Christ”.

God starts out, in a beginning sort of way, through faith in Jesus to give a New Heart, a renewed mind/soul.

In Philippians 3, it was a gift of righteousness through faith in Christ that Paul wanted to receive and partake of.

Matt 5: “Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled”

Jesus had said “continually seek”.

Paul in Romans 5 talks about the “gift of righteousness” and an abundance of grace.  A person is either going to work at and try to be righteous in his own efforts or a person is going to receive, through faith in Christ, a gracious working of God to begin and complete an entire conforming of the nature/soul to the likeness of God and Christ.

There is something that needs to be understood.  When a person comes to truly have faith in Christ, Faith in His Sacrifice for sins, God does something amazing.  He then and there “reckons that person completely righteous”.  God calls him perfectly righteous, even though in nature, thought or deed, he/she is along way from that in reality.

But at the same time, God begins a work in the nature and soul, through faith, to change the person.

There is a sense when God says/declares that the job is already finished when He is actually just starting to really change the person and produce a real godly/righteous character.

Romans 4:5 “But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness.”

You see, God takes an ungodly, unrighteous person, and when they come to the place of really believing and having faith in what god did for them in Jesus Christ on the cross, God sees the faith in Christ as righteousness.  God considers your faith in Jesus Christ the same as being righteous.  But that same faith begins to receive the cleansing and renewing power of the life of Christ.

Faith in Christ opens the heart to God for the most amazing change and transformation, all of creation will ever see.

God takes sinful, ungodly, depraved people and through faith in Christ, he calls them righteous.  He begins a work to conform them to that righteousness.  The ungodly will not inherit the kingdom of God.  Only those who have been justified, that is, forgiven, reckoned righteous and then conformed to the image of the Son of God.

True righteousness is conformity to the likeness of God.  Whenever we are not like the Lord Jesus Christ we are unrighteous.  That thought alone could become overwhelming.  But here we are back at point A.  Jesus said to “seek first His righteousness”.  Seek to become like Him.  That means radical, deep change of heart.  There is only one way to become like Him.  Jesus had said, “Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness for they shall be filled”.  When Jesus said “seek first”, He meant let this be the first and foremost thing in your life to obtain the kingdom and His righteousness, to enter into the fullness of God’s kingdom, where everything is subject to Him, under His authority and grace that in itself would establish the soul in complete righteousness.

The number one question:  Am I trying to be righteous, am I trying to just live a good, moral life with whatever strength I can muster?

Or have I discovered that really only God can work in me the “righteousness” that is necessary – and that God will.  Give me a new, righteous heart, like the very nature of His son, Jesus Christ.

The one kind of righteousness is my own efforts; the other is a gift, God healing my heart and soul, conforming me to the image of His Son, Jesus Christ.

The one righteousness is by works… the other comes through faith.

One who has faith in Christ in actuality believes that God is and will work in him/her to change the heart, make all things new, and through faith he/she expects, even longs, thirsts for that righteousness…to be changed.

The confession of faith “by His wounds I am healed”.  Through Him and His sufferings for me, I can, may and will die to sin and live to righteousness.

I John 1:9 is key in the pursuit of His righteousness:

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness"”

When your sin is brought to LIGHT…know that God’s Spirit is working.  We must then go to God with our sins and confess them, agree with God, call it what it is.

Give them to Him to take away.  And then in faith, for God is faithful, believe and expect God to cleanse your heart, to work that dying and new life in you, to work that change.

The Word says, “He will cleanse you of all unrighteousness”.  Little by little as He brings sin to light we will persevere, holding fast our confession.  “He bore our sins that we might die to sin and live to righteousness, for by His wounds we are healed”.

God will perform His Word, He will make all things new and the righteousness that God has reckoned to you He will work in you, all as a gift.

Righteousness

“But seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you” Matt 6:33

I. Phil. 3:9  Two Kinds of Righteousness

II. Romans 4:5  Righteousness Apart from Works

III. Phil 1:11  Conform to His Righteousness: a gift (Matt 5:6)

IV. I John 1:9  Pursuing Righteousness/and maturing (Phil 3:12,13)

