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“What shall we say then?  Is the law sin?  May it never be!  On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through law…” Romans 7:7

Proposal: Grace is the only remedy for sin…and the promise is for Life.

Intro:  Think about the “Law”…

Thou shalt love the Lord, thy God with all of thy heart

Thou shalt love the Lord, thy God and Him only shall you worship

Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself

Thou shalt not covet

We have been told as Christians that we are not under the law…and we think then we are not obligated to fulfill that law.  The truth is that we are grossly misunderstanding both the purpose of God’s law and the Promise of God’s Grace.

Let’s take time to ponder and gain understanding…the truth will set us free!

I. The Purpose of God’s law

      Romans 3:19-20  “Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God, because by the works of the Law, flesh will be justified in His sight, for through this Law comes the knowledge of sin.”

     2 Corinthians 3:9  “For if the ministry of condemnation has glory, much more does the ministry of righteousness abound in glory”

The Law is holy, good and righteous…and there is a revelation of the very glory of God.  And I am here today to tell you that you are obligated and accountable to God for all of His Holy Law.  You are obligated to love God with all your heart and to serve HIM ONLY.  That will never change.  Though the Law tells me my obligation and calls me to account with the living God…it does not provide the way to fulfill that requirement.

The Law of God is so glorious and bright that it shines on the heart and exposes the complete inability and corruption of the human soul to be subject to and keep that Law of God.

Paul discovered this in Romans 7:7-13 that the Law actually proved that he was dead to God…it brought to light and awakened the fact that he could not fulfill the requirement of that Law.  He found that he was literally dead on the inside to obeying God.  He states that it was not the Law that killed him, but it was sin.  He saw and experienced the very death and deadness of his own sin and his imprisonment to sin.  But at the same time, he was convicted of his total obligation to God.  He knew the sin problem was in his heart and mind, because the Law, the glorious Law brought to light his deadness.

Now what is a person to do?  Try harder?  Paul found that was useless.  Just give up and go on in bondage?  That’s frightening in view of the judgment for sin or…maybe, some have said, “we are not under law anymore, but under God’s grace”…so I can continue in my sin and go to heaven because of God’s grace.

Real people follow all three perspectives and pathways.  But all three fall short of the true Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Isaiah 61 says, “The Gospel is good news to the afflicted and humble; it is healing to the brokenhearted; it is freedom to those in prison”

The Law brings about the clear sense of God’s judgment for sin, and the real knowledge by experience of what sin really is.  By the time God’s holy Law does a work on you, you know your rightly under judgment and a prisoner to the power of sin and death.  And there is no escaping it in your own power and effort.

John Newton knew what he was singing about when he wrote “Amazing Grace”.  “‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved”.

A man’s obligation to God’s Holy Law never ceases, but there is only one way to fulfill that righteous requirement of the Law.  The answer is through the Promise of Life in Jesus Christ.

II. The Promise of God’s Grace

“For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life” Romans 5:10

We have seen that the Law of God has a purpose, a glory and a ministry.  Without the Law of God we would never know we were dead in sin and in need of life.
You see, that exposes man’s heart to the core.  An old heart, independent and separated from the life of God is really dead and unable to attain the righteous requirement of God’s Law.

But here comes the good news:

There is forgiveness and life in Jesus Christ.  There is a new heart, a new creation, and a new man.  A person can be united with Christ in His life of God.

Paul states in Romans 5:10, “We shall be saved by His life”; delivered, set free from the death of sin and receive a new heart, become a new person, a person with an obedient heart, alive to God, dead to sin, enslaved to God instead of sin.  It is only by realizing His indwelling life that we can be freed from the deadness of sin.  That is the hope and promise of the Gospel that by the grace of God a person can be made new and love God with His whole heart; having the very Spirit of Christ dwelling in Him, nothing less than that.

It is certainly no Gospel of God’s that leaves us n our sins until we get to heaven.  For, in fact, the Law and Grace work together.  

The Law brings about our death because of sin.  The Grace of God lifts us up to life in the very Spirit of Jesus Christ. 

Do you want to know the Truth?

What are you going to do?

So you find in your heart covetousness…and it goes on and on.  Do you realize the Word states, “the covetous shall not inherit the kingdom of God”?

Read Matt 5:22…Do you gossip? And speak evil of people?

Jesus said you’re close to the fires of Hell.

Salvation is not just a “positional truth”.  It has to do with the real state and condition of your heart.

That is why we are to “Fear the Lord”.
A person just can not say, “Jesus died for me and I am going to heaven”

Has a work of God begun in your life and heart?

Do you have a hope in Jesus Christ?

Is the Spirit of God leading you on in holiness and righteousness?

Through faith in the promises of God we partake of His life.  And the heart that was bound in sin becomes obedient to the living God.  That is the miracle of God’s salvation; that is the power of His indwelling life.

That is the gift of God’s Grace. 

The law could never effect our freedom from sin.  It simply exposes our need for a new life, our need for God’s very life, and that life can only be received in Jesus Christ.

Conclusion:

A. 2 Corinthians 3:6 “The letter kills but the Spirit gives life”

B. The discipline of conflict

Hebrews 12; Romans 7; Galatians 5…overcome or live in the misery of imprisonment

There is only one way out of the bondage of sin and the judgment of death.  There must be a new creation, a new heart, and a new man, united to the Spirit of Christ, in order to fulfill the requirement of the Law.  For “the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace; the mind set on the flesh is death”.

The law convicts the one lost and dead in sin.  But also, the law convicts and shows where the mind is still fleshly and carnal; it exposes the bondage and deadness.  The only way to life and fulfilling God’s Law is in and through Jesus Christ, by the indwelling Spirit of God in a new heart and mind.

1. Some people continue on in sin and its bondage because they love the darkness.

2. Some people continue on in sin and bondage because they just don’t know the way out.

3. Some people don’t even know they’re under sin and judgment.

4. Some people still think they can achieve righteousness with God on their own and even believe they have.

5. And then some people have a misconception about the Grace of God as though the Grace of God allows a person to continue in sin and still go to heaven.

Paul in Galatians 5:16-21 makes it clear that any person who practices the deeds of the flesh shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

The one who walks by the Spirit of God is the one who puts to death the sins of the flesh.

The one who is alive unto God knows the way to life…life in Jesus Christ is freedom from sin and death.

