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Mark 4:28 “The soil produces crops by itself, first the blade, then the head, then the mature grain in the head”

Proposal: A fruitful garden requires the proper cultivation, the sowing of good seed and the rains to ensure healthy growth and a fruitful harvest.

Intro: I read the lives of Christian men and women, and study their relationship to God, their praying and their struggles.  But sometimes I read of their amazing service to the Lord, and the power of God demonstrated with their lives.  And I forget that trees do not grow overnight.  I marvel at the blessing, power and fruitfulness of their lives in full bloom, but forget that they had persevered, pressed on, endured tests and remained FAITHFUL to listen to God and follow His lead.

I have actually observed real lives of men today who were fruitful…A TREE THAT IS FRUITFUL REPRODUCES ITS OWN LIFE.

Jesus said in John 15:8 that when those who abide in Him bear much fruit, they prove they are His disciples.

In other words, a tree that shows green leaves and is growing year by year proves that it has LIFE in it.  In the parable of the seed in Mark 4, Jesus is making it clear that there is progression and development in the kingdom of God.

The principle of LIFE is the kingdom by its very nature is a growing, developing life…always toward FRUITFULNESS.

In other words, LIFE in the kingdom of God always progresses toward FRUITFULNESS, SPREADING, REPRODUCING ITSELF.

When you consider an oak tree, it began as one small acorn.  It fell into the ground and “little by little, the acorn grew”.  It didn’t grow overnight, but in time, it began to sprout its own little acorns and they fell to the ground.  Soon in the passing of time, there was a forest of oak trees.

These men and women of God who evidently became and have become fruitful, had to have gone through the stages of growth and progress of faith just like any seed has to grow and progress toward bearing FRUIT.

We said earlier there is a need for proper cultivation, good seed and the rains.

I. Cultivation

Hosea 10:12

Ground has to be cultivated before and after seed is planted.

Cultivate: definition…to prepare and work on in order to raise crops; to promote or improve the growth of a plant by labor and attention.

Cultivator: definition…An implement drawn between rows of growing plants to loosen the earth and destroy weeds.

If seeds and plants are to grow, the ground must be broken and loosened.

This loosened soil provides the environment for a seed to germinate and send down its root and then to break forth.

So, BROKENESS is the KEY for the development and progress of LIFE..toward fruitfulness.  The parallel for our growth and progress in the faith is obvious.

When the prophet to Israel to break up their fallow ground he wasn’t talking about their gardens….it was their HEARTS!

Brokeness is necessary for even the beginning of the seeds’ life, and for its continual progress toward fruitfulness.

This brokeness of the heart requires a ministry and work of the Spirit of God.  There must be conviction, that is, God must so shine on your heart that you see clearly the areas of hardness and sin.  Then we must go to God and confess that sin.  Real confession is going to have the same attitude toward the sin as God does, or the only other alternative is to go on in hardness.

Psalm 126:6

Psalm 97:11

Conviction is the light on where you must change with God.  God’s attitude toward the hardness of sin is GRIEF AND SORROW.  When you come to a place of grief and sorrow about your hardness and sin, you have some to a place of brokeness.

Now the seed can take root.

II. Good Seed    Psalm 97:11

“Light is sown like seed for the righteous”

Seeds are planted in the prepared soil, and so does God plant the very light of His Word into the heart that is prepared by brokeness…that Light of Life itself.

And there is no end to the light of His Word!

The soil has to be prepared, cultivated, broken in order to receive the seed.  Otherwise, it will fall on hard ground and the birds of the air will snatch it up.  If there is no brokeness, there will be no seed implanted, and if there is no seed, there will be no growth or fruit.

Once the good seed is planted, the soil must be cared for by proper and consistent cultivation.

This allows good access for the growing plants to have water, plus it keeps the weeds from growing.

Jesus had said in some soil weeds would spring up and choke the Word…”the cares of this life” and “pleasures”.

Do you become so busy and occupied or worried about the concerns and pleasures of this life that God’s Word finds no room in our life to grow?

Galatians 6:7-8 “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked, for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.  For the one who sows to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption but the one who sows to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal life.

Invariable laws…like gravity.

To sow to the Spirit is to follow the lead and desire of the Spirit of God.  To sow to the flesh is to follow the Lord and desire of the old carnal nature.

One has to live in the Word and Prayer to know and abide in the mind of the Spirit of God.

III. The Rains

The Rains bring the nutrients and nourishment the seed needs to grow.  Without the rains the seed would die.

So it is with the seed of God planted in a broken heart.  The waters of the Holy Spirit are needed to water that seed and bring it forth to steady growth and fruitfulness.

Those rains of the Spirit are needed profoundly.  The anointing of god’s Spirit upon His people is needed greatly.

This anointing or rain of the Spirit comes in a great way through the life in the body of Christ, the church.  When we gather together, we come to drink of the living Waters and worship God, to hear His Word.

There is a time of planting, a time of watering and God’s causing the seed to Grow!

But the ground has to be broken up.

