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Christ Liveth in Me

Ephesians 3:14-17

See also Galatians 2:20

Proposal: It is only as Christ dwells in our hearts more fully that we will experience victory over sin and live a life of holiness and love.

Introduction: “I believe Jesus died for my sins and I’m going to heaven”.  That is an “ok” statement as far as it goes, but the problem is that so many Christians think that is all the Christian life is all about.

I used to think, Oh well…”God will change me when I die”…or “I am not perfect, and no one is…this is just the way I am”, and then proceed to coast along in life.  But down deep, way in the back, I knew something was wrong.  And if that was all Christianity was about then I must have a hold of the wrong end of the stick.

Well, Praise God, the Gospel is a message of the fullness of life.  It is a revelation of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge in Christ of His unfathomable riches.

There is a depth of heavenly treasure that we know nothing about.  We live as spiritual paupers because we have not discovered the riches of Christ.

In this Scripture and several others, Paul opens the treasure chest so that we can peer in and catch a glimpse.

After today, we need to see that the only solution to our struggles with sin, to our powerlessness in serving God, the only answer to the lack of real love in our lives is for Christ to live in our hearts.

He must come and be at home in our hearts, dwelling there in ever-increasing fullness…pouring His life into us and through us.

People need to know that Jesus Christ is Lord, that He lives and they will know that as they see Him through you and I…

Listen carefully, they are not going to see Him because you try to be like Him, or try to do like He would do.  They will see Him as He truly lives/dwells in your heart, more completely, more fully.  As our hearts are swallowed up in His living presence fully occupied with Him, then not only will He be seen in us, but He will let us consider several things Paul says in regard to the indwelling of Christ.

I. The Matter of Prayer

· bow my knees: humility

· seeking from, asking of – God the Father…read Luke 11:11-13

There was a burden, a desire upon Paul for these Christians and he knew it was from the Father alone that their need would be met.  Little will be found or received from God without asking/seeking.

II. The Matter of Grace

“That He would grant you”…it is an issue of grace, unmerited favor God bestows out of His graciousness and mercy, not out of obligation.  It is a matter of receiving a gift.  It is coming with empty hand, to receive what gift the Father would give to His child.

One must understand that the Father is gracious.  It is His nature to give freely, abundantly.

III. The Matter of His Riches

If a man had a need and went to his neighbor and asked for a sum of money…but the neighbor only had a saving of $300, he could not have enough to draw upon to really help his neighbor.

Paul is saying that God’s account is beyond all limits.  The measure and vastness of His glory is super abundantly beyond anything we’ll ever need.  And the wonder is that we as part of the whole family, may draw upon God’s great storehouse, or actually that God will give to us out of His vast riches.

There is no limit to God’s supply of glory from which our lives can draw.

IV. The Matter of the Spirit

“Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord”

Galatians 3 “having begun by the Spirit, are you now made perfect by the flesh?”  The real Christian life begins with by the Holy Spirit.  It continues and makes progress by the Spirit.

Paul is describing an experience of the power of God through the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2)  “You shall receive Power”.  It will bring about a strengthening of God.  This strengthening will effect the very heart and inner being and lead to the indwelling of Christ through faith.

Acts 6:5 “…full of faith and of the Holy Spirit”.  The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ.

Galatians 2:20 “I am crucified with Christ, yet nevertheless, I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me”.

Conclusion:

CHRIST DWELLS IN THE HEART THROUGH FAITH.

It is only as Christ dwells in our hearts more fully that we will experience victory over sin and live a life of holiness and love.

We live such impoverished spiritual lives, bearing little or no fruit, because we have not begun to draw upon the vast riches of God’s glory.  We have not begun to seek and ask that we might be so strengthened through the Spirit'’ power, so that Christ might live in our hearts.

There is such a wealth of glory to partake of…and it is certain that our Father is gracious.  The problem is not with our Father, but it is with us.  Christ would delight to dwell in our hearts, but He finds our hearts occupied with everything but the desire for Him and His righteousness.

There are things we cling to and refuse to give up…we hold to bitterness and fail to forgive.  There is an illustration of a hunter trying to catch a raccoon.  He hollows out a log and puts a piece of shiny aluminum inside.  Raccoons are attracted to shiny objects.  But the hunter has also nailed in some nails so that when the raccoon reaches down in the hole of the log and tries to pull the aluminum out, his hand gets stuck…. but he refuses to let go of the shiny object…and the hunter comes along and hits him over the head.

We sit in a shallow mud puddle, while God is inviting us to swim in a crystal river.  When will we grow tired of life so empty and poor and go to Him who wants to share His glory with us?

Christ will dwell in and fill our hearts.  God is our gracious Father.  It will only be as the Spirit strengthens us with power and Christ dwells in our hearts that we will enter into the real life Jesus died to give us.

